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for Army Instructors, he said, "Nothing in the shape of adult educa-
tion has ever been attempted on the same scale in the whole history
of the world." The final report on Adult Education, published by
the Ministry of Reconstruction, expressed the hope: "It is idle
to prophesy, but we may hope that these are portents of a new
educational era which we are about to enter, an era which will be
marked by a large extension of adult education among the people
generally." l
Education in the R.A.F. proceeded on somewhat different lines.
This was due to the fact that the Air Force differed from the Army
in having a larger number of skilled and semi-skilled men. The
R.A.F. education scheme was approved in August 1918, but before
putting it into operation a census was made of the educational
requirements of Air Force personnel serving in France. One of
the difficulties encountered was that the R.A.F. had no regimental
system and its units were of all sizes, scattered about the country
and often in out-of-the-way places. Hence the Air Force scheme
was less centralised and provision had to be made for individual
treatment. The Air Ministry was convinced that education would
be a permanent feature of the Service, and consequently it prepared
an emergency scheme that could readily be merged into a permanent
one on the return of normal conditions. Because of the necessity
of decentralisation, Air Force education officers were given more
freedom and responsibility. The ratio of instructors was the same
as in the Army and their rate of pay was also equivalent. This was
unfortunate since the pay and allowances were not sufficient to
attract instructors of the best type. An additional source of supply
was found amongst educated women in the W.R.A.F. A general
syllabus was issued but each education officer was called upon to
frame courses suited to the requirements of the personnel in his
locality.
A feature of the Air Force was the large demand for vocational
subjects. A system of correspondence courses was organised to
meet the needs of men and women stationed in out-of-the-way
places. By March 1919 about 12,300 officers and men were
receiving instruction. The R.A.F. also drew upon voluntary
sources such as the universities, the Y.M.C.A., and the W.E.A.
The hopes of the president of the Board of Education and the
Ministry of Reconstruction were only partially realised. "A tremen-
dous task had been attempted and something had been done.
1 Final Report of the Adult Education Committee, p. .349, H.M.S.O., 1919